Prevalence of late ventricular potentials in hypertensive patients.
Late ventricular potentials detected by signal averaging are used for predicting ventricular arrhythmias and sudden cardiac death in patients with coronary artery disease. We studied the prevalence of signal-averaged late ventricular potentials in 37 male patients (mean age of 56 years) with angiographically normal coronary arteries. Seventeen patients were hypertensive (group A) and 20 patients were normotensive (group B). In group A, 5 of 17 patients (29%) had late ventricular potentials. In group B, only 1 of 20 patients (5%) had late potentials (p less than 0.05). Late ventricular potentials detected by signal averaging are more common in hypertensive patients than in healthy controls. Whether late ventricular potentials can be used to predict malignant ventricular arrhythmias or sudden cardiac death in hypertensive patients will have to be investigated in further studies.